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30 Years of Success in Orange County 
CASA Celebration of Children: Black & White Ball;  

Honoring Outstanding Supporters and Raising Over 1,000,000 Dollars! 
 
Santa Ana, Calif. (April 20, 2015) –Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), held their annual Celebration of Children: 
Black & White Ball, which took place on Saturday, April 18, 2015, at The Ritz-Carlton, Laguna Niguel in Dana Point. 435 
guests joined to celebrate CASA’s 30th Anniversary of servicing abused, abandoned, and neglected children in Orange 
County and contributed to a net of $1,000,176 for CASA’s largest fundraiser of the year. Lauren Wong and Brenda St. 
Hilaire, both of Newport Beach, co-chaired a lovely evening, which began with a cocktail reception and silent auction 
featuring over 100 captivating items. Former NFL Quarterback to the Cleveland Browns and Dallas Cowboys, Paul 
McDonald, served as Master of Ceremonies for the night, which included Keynote Speaker, NFL Quarterback to the 
Philadelphia Eagles, Mark Sanchez, a gourmet dinner, a live auction, dancing and entertainment.  
 
Jennifer and Anton Segerstrom received CASA’s highest given award, “Children’s Champion” for their many years of support 
and personal dedication to children’s well-being while in the foster care system, and South Coast Plaza was honored as 
“Outstanding Corporation” for their commitment to assisting CASA grow and prosper over the last 30 years. Tustin Ranch 
resident, Joy Winger was honored as “Advocate of the Year” for her passion and dedication of service to child abuse victims 
by being a Court Appointed Special Advocate to 6 different children over the last 13 years.  Austin Howle, the evening's 
youth speaker described painfully growing up in the foster care system, “I was in 17 different placements from the age of 5 
and a half to the 6th grade”, which often led to him changing schools and being separated from his siblings. Nineteen-year-
old Howle, also described in detail that without his CASA’s “relentless” conversations on the importance of doing well in 
school, he would not have received his high school diploma or gained admission to Cal State University, San Bernardino, 
where he is finishing up a successful freshman year.  
 
Keynote speaker, Mark Sanchez, was able to inspire the audience as he discussed and shared his own personal experiences 
of growing up in Orange County and the importance of giving back to society’s most vulnerable population. Mark spoke 
from his heart and talked about how his Father would continually make him practice both his athletic skills simultaneously 
while working on his educational development while he was growing up and how all children need to have that support 
around them to thrive. 
 
The live auction included a Dream Vacation Home Experience in Phuket, Thailand, Versace Spring/Summer 2016 Runway 
Show in Milan for two, and a “Once in a Lifetime Anaheim Angels Experience” including eight front row tickets, opportunity 
for a child to act as a bat boy/ bat girl, one adult throwing the first pitch of the game, and more. David Yurman generously 
donated an 18 karat gold wide sculpted bracelet that was valued at over $10,000 and was won by a lucky attendee through 
the evening’s Opportunity Drawing. Young MC and DJ Miles closed out the evening’s program and began the magnificent 
after-party with 3 songs including the hit “Bust A Move”, which got the crowd out of their seats and onto the dance floor.  
 
About Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
Court Appointed Special Advocates of Orange County is a privately-funded non-profit organization that serves severely 
abused, neglected and abandoned children through the recruitment, training and continued support of volunteers who 
advocate and mentor these children, representing their best interest in the courtroom and other settings. Founded in 1985, 
with major support from the Junior League of Orange County, we serve annually approximately 1,000 of the children who 
move through our court system as a direct cause of abuse and neglect. We are able to serve these children through the 
generous support of those who donate to CASA as well as the immeasurable compassion and commitment of our CASA 

http://www.casaoc.org/about-us/friends-of-casa/
http://www.casaoc.org/advocate/


advocates. At CASA of Orange County, our mantra is I am for the Child. Learn more about the ways to give to CASA as a 
means to help us support and protect the rights of our county’s valued children and to give them the nurturing and stability 
that they deserve. Please visit www.casaoc.org to learn more.     
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